
 

 

 

 

1st April 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 
Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter.  It has been an incredibly busy half term 
with students in examination years preparing for their examinations that are due to start soon 
after Easter.  Students in all other year groups have been continuing with their learning with 
students in Years 7 – 9 all focussing on their Lent Projects.   
 
As we head towards Easter, may I once again encourage you to spend some time accessing the 
Church of England resources for #LiveLent: Embracing Justice.  This is the Church of England’s 
theme for Lent 2022.  Both the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 2022 Lent Book, Embracing Justice, 
and the daily reflections booklet for adults have been written by Isabelle Hamley.   
 
You may remember, if you were part of our school community then, that in April 2020 Miss 
Combes kindly shared a set of music and texts for us all to use to support our reflections during 
Holy Week.  It seems appropriate at this time, as we gaze in disbelief at some of the events 
occurring in our world, that I resend this for us all to enjoy.  ‘Solace for the Soul at Easter’ 
(appendix 1) reminds us that, in the resurrection of Jesus, we celebrate the defeat of death and 
gain the hope of salvation. 
 
A message from Adrian Laws, our Chaplaincy Team Leader  
 
Dear Ranelagh Family 

As we come to the end of term and go into Easter I wanted to send out a message and some 

thoughts about this important season in the Christian calendar. Whether you have a Faith, 

different Faith or nothing I hope this message will resonate with you. 

The stress, pain, condemnation and humiliation Jesus endured were horrendous. He suffered for 

us, wept for us, took everything for us on the cross, in the knowledge He would rise again and 

triumph over death. 

At this time in history we are witnessing pain, condemnation and suffering in the country of 

Ukraine. We feel powerless as we sit in our homes seeing the suffering, seeing the displacement, 

seeing this unlawful and senseless attack on innocent humans. As a man of faith, the best 

weapon I have in my armoury is prayer, some may consider this a futile exercise, I believe its 

powerful and makes a difference, having witnessed personally its power in other situations. This 

fantastic school recently had a prayer space that was made available to years 7,8 & 9 as part of 

their curriculum, and then open to the whole school at breaks and lunch. In that space I, with 

some incredible volunteers, were privileged to witness your children display beautiful, inspiring 

and loving compassion towards Ukraine, the homeless, those who’ve lost a loved one, those who 

are stressed.  I want you to know your children are incredible, care passionately and desire the 

best for this world. 

 

https://spckpublishing.co.uk/embracing-justice-677


 
 

They did this by way of art, messages, written prayers and conversation. I was humbled by their 

love, their righteous anger, and genuine compassion. These young people display a maturity and 

concern way beyond their ages, you should be incredibly proud of them. We were also incredibly 

humbled by the visit to the school by The Bishop of Oxford that coincided with the prayer space 

“not planned to coincide, but a God incidence” He was impressed and overwhelmed by the 

outpouring demonstrated in this space. 

Lastly, I have to revert back to the story of Jesus on the cross, the powerful and courageous 

words to God His Father as He cried out for those inflicting the pain and eventual death on Him 

“Forgive them, for they know not what they do”. Join me in echoing those words regarding some 

of the evils we see in this world.   

Enjoy Easter, enjoy the break, enjoy the freedom and enjoy being together.  

Love and God’s Blessing 

Adrian 

 
Visit from The Bishop of Oxford 
 

On Thursday 10th March the school welcomed 

Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft.  He visited the School’s 

Prayer Space and spoke with students on a 

number of topics. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Update on stained glass window for ex Headteacher, Richard Allen 
I am pleased to say that the new stained-glass window in memory of ex 
headteacher, Richard Allen, is currently being made and is on target to be 
completed ready for Founder’s Day on Saturday 2nd July.  The stained-glass expert, 
Derek Hunt, has provided a short video of his progress.  Please click here to watch 
it. 
 
COVID 19 symptomatic and asymptomatic testing 
There is no requirement for students and staff to continue to test for COVID 19 
from Friday 1st April.  Please also note that, from 1st April, the Government will no 
longer provide free universal symptomatic and asymptomatic testing for the general public in 
England.  After this time COVID 19 tests will only be available to buy from high street retailers.  
Our school will be maintaining a stock of testing equipment so that we may can be swift to act 
should any further need arise for onsite testing. 
 
Should students and staff still attend school if the test positive for COVID 19? 
I am hopeful that the DfE will provide educational settings with more clarity after Easter.  For 
now, from Friday 1st April, anyone with a positive COVID 19 test result will be advised to stay at 
home and avoid contact with other people for five days, which is when they are most infectious.  
For children and people aged 18 and under, the time scale will be three days. 
 
 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CbrkQBRO22h/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet


 
 

New uniform from 1st September 2022 
Please may I draw your attention to the separate letter sent with this newsletter. 
 

Help for Ukraine     

Thank you to all those who left donations for the Help for Ukraine campaign.  Sadly we had to 

halt any further donations as there was nowwhere to send them on to, centres who were 

collecting items were inundated with peoples generosity.  Everything donated was sorted by our 

team of student volunteers and went onto outlets.  They should now be on their way to locations 

where they will be used by those most in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right:  Victoriia Kachun 11Y, Oliva Sibley 11Y, Chloe Turner 11Y, Ella Benneyworth 11Y, 

Jasmine Watson 11Y and Patsy Jeggo (who had to rush off so didn’t get to stay for the 

photograph) 

 

Future collections for Ukraine 

The Bracknell Eastern European Community are planning to send out a lorry on Sunday 10th April 

and are collecting NOW! 

 

The official name of the organisation is ‘Razom’ which in Ukrainian means ‘together’.  Natalia Vil 

is applying for charitable status, but it will be sometime before the application to become a 

charitable organisation is approved.  They are still seeking a larger storage and distribution centre 

but in the interim they have support from the local council and local government to secure 

appropriate space.  

 

The focus continues to be on food, which is in desperately short supply and essential supplies, 

including medical items.  NO CLOTHING, NO BEDDING, NO TOYS, NO SHOES.   

 

Drop off any time until 1pm on Saturday 9th April.  At either of these 2 locations:  The Sanctuary 

Barn, Moor Lane, Amen Corner, Binfield, Bracknell, RG12 8TD or 25 Saffron Road, Bracknell, RG12 

7BT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

 

English  

 

Year 7 Read For Good – Raising money for charity 

In November 2021 all Year 7 students spent a week of English 

lessons and homework reading a range of fiction and non-fiction 

texts to raise money for the charity Read For Good. 

The charity confirmed that Year 7 Ranelagh Students have raised 

an amazing £1,079 during this academic year for reading books and activities in hospitals in the 

UK.  Since the start of Read For Good, Ranelagh School as raised over £37,000 for this worthwhile 

cause. 

The winner of this year’s Read For Good book voucher for the most money raised was Hayden 

Crossman in 7Z.  Well done, Hayden.   

Thank you to all Year 7 students and parents who took part and supported. 

The Globe Players perform ‘The Scottish Play’ to Year 8 at Ranelagh 

As part of the Year 8 spring term curriculum, on Friday 4th March the theatre company The Globe 

Players returned to Ranelagh School to perform Macbeth to Year 8 pupils. 

Students were enthralled as the most famous scenes were re-enacted, along with the cast 

stopping to explain to the audience the more complex ideas and themes of the play, including the 

mystery behind why actors refuse to use the title when acting in it, and instead refer to 

Shakespeare’s tragedy as ‘The Scottish Play’. 

Seeing a Shakespearean play performed rather than simply read helps students to engage with the 

drama of a play and is excellent preparation for KS4 English literature. 

News Release  

Ranelagh School is celebrated as a Read for Good superstar school for 

reading, raising and being amazing since 1996 

Ranelagh School in Bracknell has been announced as a Superstar 

School by children’s reading charity, Read for Good, after running the 

charity’s sponsored Readathon for over two decades raising more than £32,000 to 

help children in hospital. 

Read for Good’s sponsored read has been running in schools since 1984, motivating millions of 

children to read for pleasure. The money raised by schools is used to help deliver the magic of 

stories in all of the UK’s major children’s hospitals through brand-new books and storyteller visits, 

as well as supporting school libraries. 

Ranelagh School has run a sponsored Readathon every year since 1996, totalling 24 Readathons, 

most recently being organised by Assistant Curriculum Leader for English with responsibility for 

Key Stage 3, Dianne Saunders. She said: “Readathon has become a real tradition here at our 

school and there’s always such a brilliant buzz around the event. It’s all about reading for the love 

of reading and this freedom of choice is really refreshing for our pupils, encouraging them to 

learn more about themselves as readers while developing positive reading habits.” 



 
 

By running Readathon, Ranelagh School has supported generations of readers as well as Read for 

Good’s unique hospital programme. The school’s 26th Readathon is set to launch in Autumn 

2019 where its Year 7 pupils will be sponsored to read whatever they choose from comics to 

classics in a week-long celebration of reading. 

“A key part of our school ethos is supporting others in our local community - knowing that the 

money raised helps children in hospital, including Royal Berkshire Hospital, is incredibly 

motivating for our pupils encouraging them to read all the more. We’re incredibly proud of what 

we have achieved running Readathon over the years so to be recognised for this is truly 

amazing.”, Dianne concluded. 

Justine Daniels, Read for Good chief executive, said: “Thousands of schools have run our 

Readathon over the years but Ranelagh School has really embraced it in an exceptional way. The 

school’s commitment to Readathon has enabled the magic of stories to be brought alive for its 

pupils, but also for thousands of children in hospitals across the country.  So, thank you to 

Ranelagh School for reading, raising and being truly amazing!” 

LGBT+ History Month 

To celebrate LGBT+ History Month, Miss Oblein held a photographic competition.  Students in all 

year groups could choose out of the following themes: 

 ‘Hope will never be silent’ – from Harvey Milk, the first openly gay American politician to be 

elected into public office in California. 

‘Love Oneself’ – from famous playwright and novelist Oscar Wilde: ‘To love oneself is the 

beginning of a lifelong romance.’ 

Palette of Pride – to show we are all part of a kaleidoscope of colours. 

Students could do whatever they wanted with these inspirations – no need for fancy camera 

gear, a mobile phone would do! They could even manipulate the pictures with filters and 

photoshop if they wished, it was amazing to see creativity taken to a whole new level. 

It was a difficult choice to make but 3 deserving winners were chosen. 

Congratulations to Olivia Butler 7Z, Skyla Priddle 8W and Lou Weston 10V. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Olivia Butler 7Z  

Love Oneself 

I chose this photo because, even within 

all of the snowdrops which are exactly 

alike, the crocuses stand out and stand 

tall even though they are different. This, 

to me, is the definition of love oneself. 



 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Geography 

 

We have had a busy term with several guests in the department.  We would like to thank Fiona 

Jones, a former student at Ranelagh and now a parent, for coming in to talk about careers in 

town planning to our year 12 A level students.  She gave a very informative talk about the many 

options and career paths as well as engaging the students by getting them to consider a local 

planning application and whether they would allow it.  At the start of term our year 9 students 

were studying global issues and development and enjoyed a series of workshops delivered by 

Ruth Gibbs from Oxfam on gender inequality with much lively discussion and interaction.  We 

would like to thank both of our visitors for expanding our students learning.  As we approach the 

summer term and Covid restrictions ease we are hoping to do what geographers do best and 

take our students for some outdoor learning, starting with our Sixth form for their NEA work.   

 

Mathematics Competition success 

On 31st March four of our Year 10 mathematicians represented our school at a regional 

competition and achieved 1st place. They were an absolute credit to our school in the way they 

worked as a team and the polite and friendly approach they took to the whole event.  

Congratulations and thank you to: 

Ella Davey, Matthew Hutson, Patty Mandache and Charles Vaughan. 

We received this message from one of the organisers: 

"I really wanted to congratulate your team. They really got stuck into the maths resulting in them 

not only coming first placed team overall but achieving full marks. This really stood out to me as 

Lou Weston – 10V 

Theme chosen: Palette of Pride 

I chose this image because it represents how 

members of the LGBT+ community stand out 

from the crowd and their pride in who they 

are is wonderful. 



 
 

I've run many of these Maths Feasts and it is the first time I have seen a team achieve this - not 

only this year but in all the previous years we've run the competition.  

What a fantastic bunch of mathematicians you have, they are a credit to your school and Maths 

dept. Please pass on my congratulations to all involved." 

 
Music 
 
Ranelagh Musician of the Year 

It has been an exciting time in the Music Department, with Round 2 of our school music 

competition, Ranelagh Musician of the Year, taking place last week. The winners of this round will 

be the category finalists and will appear in the final on Wednesday 27th April, starting at 7pm in 

the school hall.  

 

I am delighted to welcome three judges to the final: former Ranelagh Director of Music Harriet 

Starkey, Music Centre Development manager (Reading and West Berkshire) for Maestros Hilary 

Smethurst-Evans, and Head of Music at The Holt School, Andrew Gray. 

 

I hope you will be able to join us for the final and I look forward to sharing some exciting 

performances with you. 

 

Peripatetic instrumental/voice lessons 

Instrumental and vocal lessons are available at Ranelagh during the school day. Currently we 

offer piano, voice, electric, acoustic and bass guitar, flute, saxophone, clarinet, violin, viola, drum 

kit, trumpet and trombone.  

 

If your child is interested in having instrumental or vocal lessons, please follow this link to sign 

up: https://berkshiremaestros.org.uk/music/music-lessons/apply-for-lessons/  

 

PE 

 

Autumn and Spring Term Netball 

Easter marks the end of the netball season.  It has been great to get back to playing fixtures with 

local schools.  Students have shown amazing commitment to training and matches.  The 

floodlights have enabled training to continue throughout the Autumn and Spring term. 

 

During the current netball season the Year 7 A team won against Luckley House, Kings, Garth and 

Brakenhale, drew with Edgbarrow and reached the quarter finals of the South East Berkshire 

tournament, but  lost to LVS and Heathfield. The B team Beat EP, Kings and Brakenhale, drew 

with two Charters teams, lost to LVS, Heathfield, Edgbarrow and finished 4th in their section in the 

South East Berkshire tournament.  The C team Beat EP and Charters team, drew with a second 

Charters team and lost to another team from Charters and finished 5th in their section in the 

South East Berkshire tournament.  There have been more than 40 students from year 7 involved 

in netball this year and almost all of these have had the opportunity to represent the school at 

some point this season.   Player of the match awards were given to Poppy Scally, Emily Taylor, 

Grace Gamble, Ruby Morgan, Romy Gillard, Sophie Jeffs, Holly Eggington, Imogen Zutchi, 

Madison Recknell and Elizabeth Olet during the season.  

https://berkshiremaestros.org.uk/music/music-lessons/apply-for-lessons/


 
 

In year 8 the B team beat Heathfield and LVS, but lost to Brakenhale and played in the South East 

Berkshire tournament.  The highlight for the A team was when they narrowly won the Bracknell 

Forest tournament at Edgbarrow, beating Kings by just one goal in the final.  In the league it was 

even closer – Ranelagh and Kings both beat Garth, Brakenhale and EP and in the top of the table 

clash the final score was a draw, we are yet to receive the final results table.  The A team also 

beat Luckley House and Heathfield, but lost to LVS and finished second in their South East 

Berkshire tournament.  Players of the match awards have gone to Violet McMahon, Raima 

Fatima, Ella Spender, Ella Pattison, Jess Thomas, Hermione Speed, Holly Soole, Lily Hull and 

Imogen Evans during the season.    

It has been fantastic to have the regular support of some Key stage 4 students umpiring and 

coaching  teams. Particular thanks go to Sophie Waight, Poppy Willson, Nicola Thearle, Alex 

Gulliver, Jorga Bright, Isabella Graziosi , Ella Brown and Grace Monaghan. 

Congratulations to all who have been involved, it has been lovely to see such enthusiasm for 

sport and we would encourage all of our young netballers to also look for opportunities to play at 

clubs outside of school.  The following Berkshire clubs have junior teams:  B’s, Bracknell Flames, 

Eagles, Finchampstead, Magnets, Royals, Windsor, Wokingham and Woodley and now would be a 

good time to look, as clubs will be planning for next season.  If you need advice about which club 

might be suitable for you then do speak to Miss Chesswas or Mrs Nicholls. If you are thinking of 

studying GCSE PE and are not currently participating in a sport outside of school then we would 

strongly recommend it.  

Summer Term Activities:  

Next term the following extra-curricular activities will be on offer: 

Monday after school: Cricket Club – all years  

Monday after school: Rounders Club– Year 9 & 10 

Tuesday Lunchtime: Tennis Club and Long jump/Triple jump– all year groups 

Tuesday Lunchtime: Cricket nets – all year groups 

Wednesday after school: Athletics Club 

Thursday lunchtime: Tennis Club and Long Jump/Triple jump– all year groups 

Thursday after school: Rounders – Year 7 & 8 

We look forward to seeing students at these clubs.  

Please refer to the google calendar for details of fixtures. 

https://ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/ranelagh-school-sport-fixtures/. We try to keep this as up to date 

as possible. Team lists and last-minute changes to practices will be displayed online on ‘teams’.    

House Results:  

Year 7 Netball Year 8 & 9  Year 10 & 11 

1st Winrow 1st Braybrooke 1st Braybrooke 

2nd Waterson 2nd Waterson 2nd Waterson 

3rd Braybrooke 3rd Cleave 3rd Cleave 

4th Cleave 4th Winrow 4th Winrow 

POT Liz O  
 

  

https://ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/ranelagh-school-sport-fixtures/


 
 

House Gymnastics: 

1st Waterson 87 points 

2nd Braybrooke 16 
points 

No entries from Cleave 
or Winrow!! 

 

Congratulations to Bogdan Jentimir, Emily Sutton, Amy Vidler, Madison Recknell and Annabel 

Mintah who all competed, and thank you to Beth Irons who has taken the lead at gym club and 

organised this first ever House Gymnastics competition. We hope to develop this event further 

next year. Gym club will not be on during the summer term, but will start again in the Autumn. 

 
CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
A list of enrichment opportunities available to students can be found using the following link: 
https://www.ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/school-information/clubs-and-activities/  Please encourage 
your child to take part in some of the activities on offer.  They provide a great opportunity to 
make new friends and develop different skills. 
                                           
ROUTINE INFORMATION 

 

School opening times  

The School Office will be closed over the Easter holidays. 

 

Uniform 

We will be moving into summer uniform after the holiday, and summer checked blouses should 

be worn rather than winter blouses.  The PTA has a limited supply of second-hand summer 

blouses but new summer blouses are available from the school, at a cost of £18 each.  Any parent 

or carer wishing to purchase blouses should contact Mrs Carpenter on Reception. 

 

 At this time of year, skirts should be worn with skin-coloured tights or plain white ankle socks. 

 

Students are aware that now that the weather has warmed up, coats must be taken off during 

lessons.  School jackets should be worn and will be needed for the whole-school photograph, 

which is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 26th April.  We really appreciate parents' and carers' 

support in ensuring that students arrive at school wearing their uniform appropriately. 

 

Chewing gum 

Students are not permitted to chew gum at school.  Please remind your child that they should 

expect to receive an appropriate sanction should they be found chewing gum at school.  

 

 

STAFFING 

 

As is customary at the end of term we say goodbye to staff who are retiring or moving on to 

pastures new. We would like to thank the following colleagues for all that they have contributed 

https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/school-information/clubs-and-activities/


 
 

in the classroom and beyond.  We wish them well as they leave us; Caz Moir, Head of Finance & 

Operations, Rosa Calvet Sarret, Science Technician. 

 

New Staff 

 

At the end of this term, we welcomed Meredith Greeves, Invigilator, Claire Hewitt, Invigilator, 

Karen Jefferey, Invigilator, Annet Johnson, Invigilator, Linda Melhuish, invigilator.  We wish them 

every success as they settle into the Ranelagh family. 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 

 

Chair of Governors – Please see attached letter (Appendix 2). 

 

PTA – Please find the PTA Newsletter (Appendix 3). 

Friends of Ranelagh – update (Appendix 4). 

 

Prayer Group – dates for the next meetings to be held in the Library are: 

Monday 26th April – 7.30pm 

Monday 14th June – 7.30pm 

 

Currently these meetings will be held via Zoom, details of which will be sent out nearer the date. 

Students, staff and parents are welcome to attend. 

 

SERVICE IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

NSPCC Number Day  

Thank you for your generosity in supporting this cause, the students raised a total of £2,348.70 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Tuesday 19 April Start of Summer Term 

Summer Uniform  

Thursday 21 April Year 12 Geography visit to Windsor/Bracknell 

Friday 22 April Year 10 The Globe Players: Romeo & Juliet 

Tuesday 26 April Whole School Photo 

Year 12 Geography visit to Studland 

Wednesday 27 April Ranelagh Musician of the Year grand final 7pm 

Monday 2 May  Bank Holiday  

Monday 9 May Year 10 Geography visit to Dinton 

Friday 13 May Boys’ track & field cup county regional 

Year 10 Bronze DofE expedition to Henley 

Saturday 14 May Girls’ track and field cup county regional 



 
 

Year 10 Bronze DofE expedition to Henley  

Monday 16 May Year 10 Art trip to London 

Thursday 26 May Holy Communion/Ascension Day  

Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June Half term 

Saturday 4 June Year 7 Bracknell Athletics  

 

And finally… 

I would like to wish you all a lovely Easter holiday.  I hope you all have a relaxing time over the 
coming couple of weeks and that you are able to catch up with family and friends.  I look forward 
to seeing the students back in school on Tuesday 19th April 2022. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr T Griffith 

Headteacher 

 

 



 
 

Solace for the Soul at Easter 
  

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and hath redeemed us to God by his 
blood, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, 

And glory, and blessing. Blessing and honour, glory and power, be unto  
Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. (Revelation 5:12-13)  

 

Bach Herr, unser Herrscher from St John Passion: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyeOPfg_6FE 
Lord, our ruler, whose fame 
In every land is glorious!  
Show us, through Your passion, 
That You, the true Son of God, 
Through all time,  
Even in the greatest humiliation, 
Have become transfigured!  

 
 
 

Music and texts for Holy Week 
Each of the musical extracts below are related to or inspired by the scripture passages that precede them. 

 

 
Maundy Thursday 

Gospel of St John 13: 12-17 
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you 
understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for 
that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no 
servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you 
know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

 

Duruflé Ubi Caritas: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WNnP6DO2uQM 
Where charity and love are, there God is. 
The love of Christ has gathered us into one. 
Let us exult, and in Him be joyful.  
Let us fear and let us love the living God.  
And from a sincere heart let us love each other.  

Appendix 1 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyeOPfg_6FE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WNnP6DO2uQM


Gospel of St John 13: 31-35 
Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will 
glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 

“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell 
you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 
Tallis A New Commandment: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAKOzRwYgVg 
A new commandment give I unto you, saith the Lord, 
That ye love together, as I have loved you,   
That e'en so ye love one another.  
By this shall ev'ry man know that ye are my disciples, 
If ye have love one to another.  

 
 
 

Gospel of St Matthew 26: 26-29 
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 

Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This 
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not 
drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s 
kingdom.” 
  
Elgar Ave Verum: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWJRKoKrV_8 
Hail, true body, born of the Virgin Mary,  
Having truly suffered, sacrificed on the cross for mankind, 
From whose pierced side water and blood flowed:  
Be for us a foretaste of the Heavenly banquet in the trial of death!  
  
  
  
Gospel of St Matthew 26: 36-38 
Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go 
over there and pray.” He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be 
sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. 
Stay here and keep watch with me.” 

 

Bach Ich will bei meinem Jesu wachen from St Matthew Passion: www.youtube.com/watch?v=cLY1eNiCQ0E 
I will watch with my Jesus, 
So our sins fall asleep.  
My death is atoned for by his soul's anguish; 
His sorrow makes me full of joy.  
Therefore his deserved suffering must be truly bitter and yet sweet to us. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAKOzRwYgVg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWJRKoKrV_8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cLY1eNiCQ0E


Ranier Maria Rilke The Last Supper 

They are assembled, astonished and disturbed 
round him, who like a sage resolved his fate, 
and now leaves those to whom he most belonged, 
leaving and passing by them like a stranger. 
The loneliness of old comes over him 
which helped mature him for his deepest acts; 
now will he once again walk through the olive grove, 
and those who love him still will flee before his sight. 

 
To this last supper he has summoned them, 
and (like a shot that scatters birds from trees) 
their hands draw back from reaching for the loaves 
upon his word: they fly across to him; 
they flutter, frightened, round the supper table 
searching for an escape. But he is present 
everywhere like an all-pervading twilight-hour. 

 
Here they are gathered, wondering and deranged, 
Round Him, who wisely doth Himself in close, 

And who now takes Himself away, estranged, 
From those who owned Him once, and past them flows. 
He feels the ancient loneliness today 
That taught Him all His deepest acts of love; 
Now in the olive groves He soon will rove, 
And these who love Him all will flee away. 

 

To the last supper table He hath led. 
As birds are frightened from a garden-bed 
By shots, so He their hands forth from the bread 
Doth frighten by His word: to Him they flee; 
Then flutter round the table in their fright 
And seek a passage from the hall. But He 
Is everywhere, like dusk at fall of night. 

 

 

Leonardo da Vinci: The Last Supper  



Good Friday 
 

Gospel of St Matthew 26: 69-75 
Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were with Jesus of 
Galilee,” she said. 

But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 

Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the people there, “This 
fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!” 

After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them; your accent 
gives you away.” 

Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!” 

Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster 
crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

 

Bach Erbame Dich from St Matthew Passion: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBeXF_lnj_M 
Have mercy, my God, for the sake of my tears!  
See here, before you, heart and eyes weep bitterly. 
Have mercy, my God. 

 
 
 

Gospel of St Matthew 27: 45-50 
From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. About three in the afternoon Jesus 
cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?”). 

When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 

Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it 
to Jesus to drink. The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 

And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
 

Lotti: Crucifixus: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8itDCBV-6wI 
He was crucified for us, under Pontius Pilate he suffered and was buried.  

 
 
 

Gospel of St John 19: 25-27 
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, 
“Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took 
her into his home. 

 

Pergolesi Stabat Mater: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFZYOMkfCug 
At the Cross her station keeping,  
stood the mournful Mother weeping, 
close to her Son to the last.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBeXF_lnj_M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8itDCBV-6wI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFZYOMkfCug


Gospel of St John, 19: 38-42 
Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but 
secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. 
He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, 
with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. At the place where 
Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 
Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

 
Spiritual, arranged by Bob Chilcott: Were You There? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnkxm4hiuB4&list=RDhnkxm4hiuB4&start_radio=1 
  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

 
 
 

Malcolm Guite Crucifixion: Jesus is nailed to the cross  
See, as they strip the robe from off his back 
And spread his arms and nail them to the cross, 
The dark nails pierce him and the sky turns black, 
And love is firmly fastened onto loss. 

 
But here a pure change happens. On this tree 
Loss becomes gain, death opens into birth. 
Here wounding heals and fastening makes free 
Earth breathes in heaven, heaven roots in earth. 

 
And here we see the length, the breadth, the height 
Where love and hatred meet and love stays true 
Where sin meets grace and darkness turns to light 
We see what love can bear and be and do, 
And here our saviour calls us to his side 
His love is free, his arms are open wide. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnkxm4hiuB4&list=RDhnkxm4hiuB4&start_radio=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnkxm4hiuB4&list=RDhnkxm4hiuB4&start_radio=1


Easter Sunday 
 

Gospel of St Matthew 28: 1-10, 16-20 
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look 
at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going 
to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were 
white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 

 
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 
He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell 
his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ 
Now I have told you.” 

 

So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly 
Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus 
said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

 
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw 
him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 
 

Byrd Haec Dies: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AKn67j9m648 
This is the day which the Lord hath made: let us be glad and rejoice therein. Alleluia.  

 

Bach Preis und Dank from Easter Oratorio: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SeK9DophKD0 
Praise and thanks remain, Lord, your hymn of praise. 
Hell and devil are conquered, its gates are destroyed.  
Rejoice, you rescued tongues, so that you are heard in heaven.  
Open, O heavens, your magnificent drawbridges, the Lion of Judah approaches in triumph!  

 
Rutter: Christ the Lord is Risen Again https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvfcAHCTkO0 
Christ the Lord is risen again; Christ has broken every chain! 
Hark, the angels shout for joy, singing evermore on high: Alleluia. 
He who gave for us his life, who for us endured the strife,  
Is our Paschal Lamb today. We, too, sing for joy and say: Alleluia.   
  
He who bore all pain and loss comfortless upon the cross,  
Lives in glory now on high, pleads for us and hears our cry: Alleluia. 
Now he bids us tell abroad how the lost may be restored,  
How the penitent forgiv'n, how we, too, may enter heav'n. Alleluia.  
  
Thou, our Paschal Lamb indeed, Christ, today thy people feed, 
Take our sins and guilt away, that we all may sing for joy: Alleluia.  
  
Handel Worthy Is the Lamb from Messiah: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CHxYgyhpOo 
(Text on page 1)  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AKn67j9m648
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SeK9DophKD0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvfcAHCTkO0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CHxYgyhpOo


Prayer for school communities at Easter  

Lord Jesus Christ 
You chose to become one of us, 
To breathe the air we breathe, to live the life we live, 
To feel our joy, pain, excitement and fear, 
To know loneliness, disappointment and grief. 
In this moment of confusion and uncertainty, 
When we do not know what the future holds 
For ourselves, our staff, our students and community, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ 
You chose to humble yourself for us, 
To say 'your will be done' though it would lead to suffering, 
To be mocked, ridiculed, betrayed and despised, 
To stumble, stagger and cry out. 
In this moment of hardship and vulnerability, 
When we are battered by the expectations and demands 
On ourselves, our staff, our students and community, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ 
You chose to be crucified for us, 
To forgive those who plotted against you, 
To offer eternal life to those by your side, 
To breathe your last breath for our sake. 
In this moment of exhaustion and helplessness, 
When so much is beyond the control 
Of ourselves, our staff, our students and community, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ You were raised back to life for us, 
To show us there is hope beyond suffering, 
To demonstrate that evil can be conquered, 
To speak words of abundance and everlasting life. 
In this moment when we need uplifting and inspiring, 
When we ache for refreshment, restoration and comfort 
For ourselves, our staff, our students and community 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Amen 



 

 

 

 

          Appendix 2 

1st April 2022 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Last week I was privileged to be shown Ranelagh’s amazing prayer space, which many students 

visited during the course of the week-long transformation of the Beacon Room.  Prayer spaces 

such as this enable young people of all faiths and world views to explore spirituality and ponder 

some of life’s big questions.  I was intrigued by the creative and interactive stations that were 

available to help students reflect on their own personal experiences, both good and bad, as well 

as issues in the wider world.  There were opportunities for reflection on forgiveness, injustice, 

thankfulness, anger, remembrance, love and personal struggles as well as space for stillness.  I 

world like to thank Adrian Law, Karen Rogers and Emily Johnson for providing this wonderful 

experience for our students which involved a lot of hard work, but I know was appreciated by so 

many. 

 

One of the most popular stations in the prayer space was where students could draw what Easter 

meant to them using rainbow scratch cards.  I wonder what Easter will mean to you this year?  

Perhaps a chance to celebrate with family, which hasn’t been possible over the past 2 years 

because of the national lockdowns, or similarly a joy at being able to attend the Easter services 

for the first time in 2 years, or maybe the first stirrings of optimism and hope that the pandemic 

seems to be coming to an end.  For many these happy feelings will be tinged with sadness and 

concern over the conflict in Ukraine, particularly for those of Ranelagh’s families who are affected 

on a much more personal level, fearing once again for loved ones’ safety. 

 

The first Easter I’m sure was a puzzling and worry time for Jesus’ followers, which undoubtedly 

tested their faith.  How could Jesus be God if He’d been put to death on a cross like a common 

criminal?  Crucifixion was considered to be a shameful death, and not doubt Jesus’ followers 

were derided for their stupidity in having believed that Jesus was God’s Son.  As Paul told the 

Corinthians in his first letter (1:18), “the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God”.  Those who put their trust in 

Christ know that through the power of His sacrifice and resurrection, God declares that death is 

not the end.  This is epitomised in one of my favourite Bible verses (John 3:16): “For God so loved 

the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whomever believes in Him shall not perish, 

but have eternal life”.  Seeing signs of redemption when we’re in the midst of a disaster can be 

difficult, but God’s redeeming love is still at work, even if our troubled circumstances make it 

difficult for us to see.  

 

Cont. 

 



 
 

Whatever your beliefs and personal circumstances, whether you are experiencing joy, sadness or 

worry this Easter, I hope, like our students, you have time for stillness and reflection and are able 

to ponder on what this Easter means for you and your loved ones. 

 

Wishing you all happy and restful Easter, 

 

 

 

 

Louise Hodkinson 

Chair of Governors 



Appendix 3 
 

Ranelagh School Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 

PTA END OF TERM UPDATE 
April 2022 

 

 

You might recall that in our meeting at the end of January, the PTA committed to 
pay £9,000 for some new music software, ovens and oven servicing, equipment to 
refurbish the breathing space, new science equipment, DT equipment, two new 
table tennis tables, and some new gym mats. That spending was on top of the 
£15,500 we had already committed to spend on a year’s worth of youth counselling, 
new bike storage racks, and the first year’s lease of a new school minibus! 

 

We have raised around £6100 this term, which takes our total raised this year to £12600. We raised £3325 
from uniform sales this term, £959 at our quiz night, and £140 from our Bag2School collection. 

 

We still have a long way to go to reach our fundraising target and we can only do that with your help! 
Details of the next fundraising activities we have planned AND various other ways in which you can 
support us can be found below! 

 

 

 

 

We are planning to hold another flash sale at school on Friday 22nd April 2022 for parents / students to 

come along and get hold of brand-new blue gingham blouses for the summer term. The sale will take place 

in the covered area outside of the school hall from 3:45pm until 5:00pm. Appointments are not necessary - 

just turn up. These new blouses cost £18 each (RRP £21-25 each) and you can pay by cash or card. 
 

 

As well as running in-person events, we are hoping to run an online 
auction again in the summer. If you have anything that we could 
auction off, we would be VERY keen to hear from you! 

 

Could you give us a voucher for a service? A gift voucher? Could you 
persuade your employer to donate something? Do you have any 
unwanted gifts that someone else might want? Whatever you have, 
please get in touch. 

FUNDRAISING & SPENDING UPDATE 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friday 22nd April – In-school sale of new summer (gingham) blouses for the summer term 

Thursday 12th May – PTA meeting 

Summer term (dates TBC) – Fundraising auction 

Saturday 2nd July – Founders Day 

Uniform sale – summer blouses Friday 22nd April 2022 

Summer auction 

mailto:PTA@Ranelagh.Bonitas.org.uk
https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect


Ranelagh School Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 

APRIL 2022 END OF TERM UPDATE 

 

 

 Summer term PTA meeting  

 
If you’re interested in finding out about the work of the PTA and/or would 
like to support us, we would love to meet you. 

 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 12th May 2022. Please email us and 
we will confirm where the meeting is taking place and send you over a copy of 
the agenda and papers. 

 Founders day  

We are delighted to be planning our first face-to-face founders day in two 

years at school on Saturday 2nd July. 
 

Further details will be confirmed in time, but in the meantime, please do save 
the date in your diaries! 

 

 Other ways you can support our fundraising efforts  

 
Bracknell Forest Lottery is a weekly lottery that raises money for local good 
causes. Tickets cost £1 each per week, with 50p of every pound going towards your 
chosen good cause. You have a 1 in 50 chance to win a prize every Saturday when the 
numbers are drawn, with a top prize of £25,000! That’s much better odds of winning than 
the National Lottery or the Health Lottery! You can find full details and sign up here - 

www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta 

 
KindLink is the online fundraising platform we use for supporters to make one-off or 
ongoing donations towards PTA fundraising targets. Kindlink was set up to help 
charities like us raise more money whilst not losing out to high online processing fees. 
Giving is easy at kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile 

 

Please sign up to easyfundraising.org.uk and raise funds when you shop online at no 
extra cost to you! Just go to the webpage and register stating that Ranelagh School PTA 
– Berkshire is your chosen charity to receive any commission donated by the stores 
you shop from. 

 

If shopping with Amazon simply sign up for their Amazon Smile scheme and they too 
will make a donation every time you shop. It costs you nothing! 
Find out more here - https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ 

 
 

 GET IN TOUCH  

 
you would like to know more about anything in this update, what the PTA do or how you 

can support us, email PTA@Ranelagh.Bonitas.org.uk. 

 
You can also keep in touch with us through Facebook - ranelaghschoolpta and the PTA 

pages on the school website. 

If 

mailto:PTA@Ranelagh.Bonitas.org.uk
http://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta
http://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta
https://ranelaghschool-my.sharepoint.com/personal/pta_ranelagh_bonitas_org_uk/Documents/Communications/Newsletters/2022/kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile
http://www.kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://ranelaghschool-my.sharepoint.com/personal/pta_ranelagh_bonitas_org_uk/Documents/Communications/Newsletters/2022/easyfundraising.org.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
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https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/parent-teacher-association/
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Ranelagh School Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 

APRIL 2022 END OF TERM UPDATE 

 

 

 PTA EVENT REVIEW: MARCH 2022 QUIZ NIGHT  
 
 

We hope that everyone who attended our quiz night on 26th March had a good time. The atmosphere 

was great and lots of laughs were had.  We managed to raise £959 for the school in that one 

evening, which was a great boost for our fundraising efforts. 

A huge well done to the ‘Great Expectations’ team who managed to beat the teachers team (which is 

the first time in a good few years they have been beaten)! 

Thank you to every one of you who came along to support us, to quiz master Simon Hutson, and to all 

the PTA volunteers who helped organise and run the event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Do you fancy yourself as a quiz master? 

Simon won’t stay doing this forever and 

so we would love to hear from anyone 

who might be interested in taking the 

quiz helm in the future! 



 
 
 
 

 

Appendix 4 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As we head towards Easter, we can look to the work the Friends have helped to fund, drawing on the 

generosity of our donors.   

Have you heard about the 'Big Pads' for classrooms, which replace the very old projectors and 

smartboards?   

These new screens should be appearing in the Centenary Block, with plans to install more in the Old 

Building by the summer.   

We plan to publish students' reactions to how these new screens are impacting their learning so you 

can hear from them how the Friends are using donations to impact students' lives. 

It never ceases to amaze me how fortunate we are to have such committed donors, particularly when 

the costs of living are increasing.  So, thank you for what you have done and please keep going it! 

Remember, the benefit of donating via the Friends is that we are able to claim Gift Aid and use the 

money repaid by the Government to benefit the school. 

If you do not currently donate, I urge you to do so.  You can contact me by e-mail or via the Friends' 

page on the school's website [https://ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/associations/friends-of-ranelagh/].  

I look forward to seeing you at future school events but do let me know in the meantime if you want to 

know more about the work of the Friends.    

With all good wishes for Easter 

 
Robert McLean 

Chairman 

Friends of Ranelagh 

e: robbiemcl@hotmail.com 


