
 

 

 

 

 

27th May 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
On Ascension Day, students, staff and visitors enjoyed an uplifting Holy Communion service at 
Holy Trinity Church, Bracknell.  David Ritchie, Associate Minister at Warfield Church, led the 
sermon and delighted us all with a thoroughly engaging talk about the meaning behind 
Ascension Day and Pentecost.  At this time of year, churches set aside the ten days between 
Ascension and Pentecost as a special time of prayer for the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Thy Kingdom 
Come, the global wave of prayer established in 2016 following an invitation from the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York, has seen millions of Christians across denominations and across the 
world joining together to pray for more people to come to know Jesus.  Whether you have joined 
in with Thy Kingdom Come before or not, the Church of England invite you to take part from 
26th May to 7th June 2022 – along with churches from over 80 different denominations and 
traditions in over 170 countries around the world.  If you would like to learn more and engage in 
this period do click on this link. 
 
“In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our part in the renewal of the nations 
and the transformation of communities.” Archbishop Justin Welby 
 
On Friday 13th May, Year 11 celebrated their final day in school before the start of the GCSE 
examinations.  It was lovely for students and staff to spend some slightly more informal time 
together celebrating all that the students have achieved so far in their time at Ranelagh and 
especially the last two years.  A final assembly which included some awards, shirt signing and Sir 
Whippy, the ice cream van, were some highlights of the day.  Then, on Friday 20th May, Year 13 
celebrated their last day before the A Level examinations.  The highlights of this day included Year 
13 ‘taking over’ the main school assembly, the myriad of different fancy dress costumes, an 
inflatable assault course and sumo suit wrestling activity, a BBQ and, of course, Sir Whippy again!  
Once again, the incredibly good natured and fun celebration day was enjoyed by staff and 
students alike and was a lovely opportunity to perhaps relax a little prior to the exams in the 
coming weeks. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff, both teaching and support, for their 
hard work and dedication.  Our students are as prepared as possible for the examination season 
ahead and I wish them every success.  I would also like to thank you for all that you have done 
and continue to do to support and guide the young people.  I’m sure it has been stressful at times 
but I know that the young people value your love - perhaps more than they sometimes let on! 
 
At this time, it is so exciting to think about all of the opportunities that are ahead for all the 
students at our school.  For those in Year 11 and 13, I hope that Ranelagh has given them the 
courage, resilience and skills that they need to be fabulous.  I look forward to sharing in their 
successes this summer when the results are published.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/


 
 

Lastly, I would just like to make you aware that planning is well underway for the Founder’s Day 
Festival scheduled for Saturday 2nd July.  Please do save the date if you can as it would be lovely 
to see you at our first Founder’s Day since COVID 19 appeared. 
 
Parking 
Students should not be dropped off on the school site.  If there is an exceptional reason, please contact the 
school.  Those parents dropping off/collecting children at the rear or front entrance to the school are also 
reminded of the importance of not obstructing driveways or access points for residents and other road 
users and of not waiting in their car with the engine running.  The school enjoys positive relationships with 
its neighbours, and it is important to preserve these. 
 
Stained Glass Window  

On Wednesday 25th May, our new stained-glass 

window in memory of ex-headteacher Mr Richard 

Allen (1971-1993) was installed. The window was 

designed by Derek Hunt, in the picture below.  The 

window was paid for by money from the Art into 

Business initiative. 

The window will be dedicated and blessed on 

Founder’s Day in a short service after the communion 

service. 

 

The Queen’s Green Canopy– Commemorative Planting Event 

 

On Tuesday 10th May, we were delighted and honoured to be one of the schools lucky enough to 

be chosen to have a tree dedicated to us as part of this project.  Four of our students; Nancy 

Harris, Gabriel Harris, Brogan Burke and Brooke Mason represented the school at Windsor Great 

Park in the ceremony during which 70 new oak trees planted as part of The Queen’s Green 

Canopy ‘Plant a tree for the Jubilee’, in celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, were 

dedicated.  



 
 

The trees have been planted adjacent to the Royal Procession route from Windsor Castle to Ascot 

Racecourse, on Duke’s Lane.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Art 

Royal Ascot Art Competition 2022 

The Royal Ascot Art Competition this year set students the 

challenge to produce a piece of artwork that celebrated the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  Twenty-six students entered the 

competition with some fantastic designs and creations.  Thank you 

to all those who took part.  Unfortunately, we had no winners this 

year, however, we would like to extend congratulations to the 

following students who had their work shortlisted by Ascot 

Racecourse for the final voting stage; both online and on display at the March Race day;  Amalie 

Smith 7W, Holly Eggington 7Y, Seren Knight 7Y, Lydia Simonova 7Z, Ella Pattison 8X, Hani Naxton 

8W and Ruby Cuthbert 9X. 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 

English 
 
Library – Legacy Books 

A huge thank you to leavers, and parents of leavers, in 

year 11 and 13 who purchased a legacy book from 

Ranelagh’s Amazon wish list - we are overwhelmed by 

your generosity. The books will be on the shelves soon 

with dedications of thanks and your lovely messages. It 

is a wonderful chance to leave something behind and 

show students’ gratitude to the school and provide 

resources for future generations. 

Should you wish to gift a book to the library from the 

wish list, please see the link below: 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1J30QU3KVXBLA?ref_=wl_share  

Heartstopper Appreciation Event 

Fans of the delightful graphic novel series created by Alice Oseman and the popular Netflix 

adaptation, gathered together to discuss what they love about this sensational story.  

For the last 2 weeks students have been compiling discussion topics for this event with gusto – so 

many contributions that we didn’t have time to cover them all! Many had an appreciation for Kit 

Connor who plays Nick on the show and how the series managed to capture the diversity and 

inclusivity of a story that has become so beloved in such a short amount of time, 

Miss Oblein baked Heartstopper themed goodies to accompany the discussions, which were full 

of love, openness and sensitivity.  They could not recommend the books and show enough! 

Here’s what some students had to say: 

NW and TY 8U – ‘What we loved about it was we could speak 

about Heartstopper without feeling embarrassed and we would 

love to do this again.’ 

MC 10W – ‘I liked how we all discussed something we all love and 

something that loads of people struggle with.’ 

HC 7W – ‘I loved that you got to interact with other fans. I only 

disliked that it had to end.’ 

LW and AS 7W – ‘We liked that the food was themed and it all 

tasted really nice. We also loved talking about Heartstopper. We 

enjoyed the fact that everyone was really inclusive and nice about 

the TV show.’ 

Geography 

 

It’s been an incredibly busy half term in the Geography Department as post Covid fieldtrips are 

vey much underway.  Year 12 have been to Windsor to look at the impact of Tourism on land use 

and local people as well as a trip to Studland to practice sand dune transects.  The aim of these 

visits were to prepare them for their individual NEAs which are 20% of their full A level.  Our GCSE 

students in year 10 had a day at Dinton for a rivers study for their paper 3.  We were incredibly 

lucky with the weather with some lovely sunny conditions.  And a highlight for Geography Club 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1J30QU3KVXBLA?ref_=wl_share


 
 

was a visit to the Bracknell Forest Climate Change Conference with the guest speaker being Chris 

Packham.  They have returned full of enthusiasm with some great ideas for making Ranelagh 

more sustainable.  Thank you to Mrs White for organising this, she was delighted with her 

autograph from Chris Packham that the students brought back for her and to Mr Johnson and 

Mrs Gibb for accompanying them.  We have really enjoyed getting students back into fieldwork 

and look forward to building on this for the coming academic year. 

 
 
SERVICE IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

NSPCC – Number Day 2022 

This Year the school raised £2,143.70 this money will go towards helping 

change childhoods across the UK.   

 

Toilet Twinning 

The school raised £469 for the Toilet Twinning charity.  The money will go towards funds to 

enable people in the poorest nations to have clean water and a proper toilet and to learn about 

hygiene. 

Trussell Trust 

The school raised £463.50 to support food banks in providing emergency food for families in the 

UK. 

Pilgrim Hearts 

The school raised £484.73 to help the homeless and vulnerable adults in the UK. 

 

ROUTINE INFORMATION 

School opening times 

The School Office will be closed over the May half term break. 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 

PTA – Please find the PTA Newsletter and information sheet (Appendix 1).  

FOR – Please find the FOR Newsletter and information sheet (Appendix 2). 

 

STUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOL 

 

Gymnastics – Millie Wooster 9Y 

It is always a pleasure to learn of students’ successes with 

activities they do outside of the school setting.  Millie and 

her Youth Team at Bracknell Gymnastics won gold at the 

TeamGym Southern Qualifiers in March at Eastleigh.  Not only that, but her 

team are now British Champions after winning at the TeamGym National 

Finals in Sheffield. 

What a fabulous achievement.  Well done Millie.  



 
 

Judo – George Riley 10U 

On 12th March he took part in the British Schools Judo event, 

in Sheffield representing Ranelagh in the Year 10/11 group, 

narrowly missing the bronze medal.   

George competed in the C2 International Judo Tournament in 

London on 2nd April, winning a bronze medal in the Cadets category 

(those born 2005, 2006 and 2007). 

Northern Ireland Open – over the course of two days, 9th and 10th of 

April, George competed in the under 20-year-old category, he narrowly 

missed out on the bronze medal fights. 

Well done George. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday 30 (bank holiday) 

- Friday 3 June 

Half term 

Sunday 11 June Year 9 residential visit to Wales departs (1) 

Monday 13 June Year 9 residential visit to Wales departs (2) 

Friday 17 June Year 9 residential visit to Wales returns 

Wednesday 22 June Year 7 Geography visit to Barton on Sea 

Thursday 23 June Year 7 Geography visit to Barton on Sea 

Friday 24 June Year 13 leavers’ social at Ranelagh 

Monday 18 July – Friday 22 

July 

Year 12 work experience  

Thursday 21 July Professional training day 

Friday 22 July Professional training day  

Thursday 1 September Professional training day 

Friday 2 September Year 7 and Year 12 induction only 

Monday 5 September Year 7 only 

Tuesday 6 September All year group return 

 

And finally… 

 
I would like to wish you all a lovely half term holiday. I hope you have a relaxing time over the 
next week and that you are able to catch up with family and friends. I also hope that any 
celebrations you have planned for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee are enjoyed by all.  I look forward 
to seeing all the students and staff on Monday 6th June. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr TRS Griffith  

Headteacher 



Appendix 1 

 

Ranelagh School Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 

PTA HALF TERM UPDATE 
May 2022 

 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

 

 

 FOUNDERS DAY  

 
We are delighted to be holding a face-to-face Founder’s Day 

festival again on Saturday 2nd July, from 12-3pm. Founder’s Day is 

a fantastic opportunity for us all to come together as a school 

community, on the school site, and celebrate all that is great about 

our school whilst raising much-needed funds. As per tradition, we 

will be having communion in the main school hall at 11:00am. Our 

Founders Day festival will then fully open from 12:00 noon. 

 
The success of our Founder’s Day festival relies heavily on the generosity of parents and 

staff giving up their time to volunteer to help. There are plenty of opportunities to 

support the school on Founder’s Day. PLEASE do help out if you can. Sign up online 

here 

- https://signup.com/go/jKDDTRe 

 
We still have some space for external stall holders at our Founder’s Day festival. 

To secure a stall spot, we ask for a donation of £10 towards our fundraising efforts 

and a prize for our online auction. Get in touch if you’re interested and we will get 

you all booked in! Email PTA@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk 

 
Who knows what the English weather will do this year?! If anyone has a pop-up 

gazebo the PTA could borrow for the stalls, they are VERY keen to hear from you! 

Please email PTA@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk 

 

We very much look forward to seeing you at Founder’s Day. Please pray for good weather! 

 SUMMER FUNDRAISING AUCTION  

 
As well as running in-person events, we are going to be running an online fundraising 
auction again in the summer. If you have anything that we could auction off, we would 
be VERY keen to hear from you! Whatever you have, please get in touch. 

mid June - mid July (exact dates TBC) –Online fundraising auction 

Saturday 2nd July – Founder’s Day festival 

Saturday 2nd July – Next second-hand uniform sale 

Monday 11th July – Next PTA meeting 

Friday 4th November 2022 – Next Bag2School collection 

mailto:PTA@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk
mailto:PTA@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk


 NEXT SECOND-HAND UNIFORM SALE  

 
Our next second-hand uniform sale will take place at school during our 

Founder’s Day festival on Saturday 2nd July 2022. Appointments are 

not necessary - just turn up between 12pm and 3pm and our team of 

SHU volunteers will do their best to find you what you’re looking for. 

 
 NEXT PTA MEETING  

 
If you’re interested in finding out about the work of the PTA and/or would 
like to support us, we would love to meet you. Our next meeting is scheduled 
to take place in school on Monday 11th July. Please email Liz, the PTA chair and 
we will confirm where the meeting is taking place and send you over a copy of 
the agenda and papers. It would be lovely see some new faces! 

 
 FUNDRAISING & SPENDING UPDATE  

 
We have managed to raise just over £14,000 this year so far, which is 
brilliant, but there we still have a little way to go to reach our £15,500 target 
for the year (which is funding a year’s worth of youth counselling, new bike 
storage racks, the first year’s lease of a new school minibus, and various bits 
of equipment requested by department heads). We are overwhelmed with 
suggestions on how we could usefully spend money in future, and everything 
we’ve been asked to consider is a worthwhile project that would make a huge 
difference to the lives of so many children (and staff!) at our school. 

 

A huge THANK YOU to each and every one of you who has supported our fundraising events / initiatives. 
 

 NEXT BAG2SCHOOL COLLECTION  

 
Our next Bag2School collection will be on Friday 4th November (the Friday after October 

half term). We will be collecting clothes, paired shoes, handbags, belts, accessories and 

more – see the full list at https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect (n.b. we cannot take 

uniforms, workwear, pillows, duvets or pieces of fabric please) nearer the time, so please 

do keep things aside for us if you have space until then! 

 

 OTHER WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL FUNDRAISING EFFORTS  

 
Bracknell Forest Lottery is a weekly lottery that raises money for local good 
causes. Tickets cost £1 each per week, with 50p of every pound going towards your 
chosen good cause. You have a 1 in 50 chance to win a prize every Saturday when the 
numbers are drawn, with a top prize of £25,000! That’s much better odds of winning than 
the National Lottery or the Health Lottery! You can find full details and sign up here - 

www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta 
 

Please sign up to easyfundraising.org.uk and raise funds when you shop online at no 
extra cost to you! Just go to the webpage and register stating that Ranelagh School PTA 
– Berkshire is your chosen charity to receive any commission donated by the stores 
you shop from. 

mailto:PTA@Ranelagh.Bonitas.org.uk
https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect
http://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta
http://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://ranelaghschool-my.sharepoint.com/personal/pta_ranelagh_bonitas_org_uk/Documents/Communications/Newsletters/2022/easyfundraising.org.uk


 

If shopping with Amazon simply sign up for their Amazon Smile scheme and they too 
will make a donation every time you shop.  It costs you nothing! 
Find out more here - https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ 

 

 
KindLink is the online fundraising platform we use for supporters to make one-off or 
ongoing donations towards PTA fundraising targets. Kindlink was set up to help 
charities like us raise more money whilst not losing out to high online processing fees. 
Giving is easy at kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile 

 

 GET IN TOUCH  

 
If you would like to know more about anything in this update, what the PTA do or how you 

can support us, email PTA@Ranelagh.Bonitas.org.uk. 
 

You can also keep in touch with us through Facebook - ranelaghschoolpta and the PTA 

pages on the school website. 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://ranelaghschool-my.sharepoint.com/personal/pta_ranelagh_bonitas_org_uk/Documents/Communications/Newsletters/2022/kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile
http://www.kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile
mailto:PTA@Ranelagh.Bonitas.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ranelaghschoolpta/
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/parent-teacher-association/
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/parent-teacher-association/


 
 
 
 

Appendix 2 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

The Friends are looking forward to seeing as many parents and carers as possible at events over the 

summer, including the Friends' Annual General Meeting and at Founder's Day, which will give you an 

opportunity to find out more about who we are, what we have done, what we would like to do for our 

School and how you might play a part. 

We are always keen to hear from parents and carers to listen to new ideas so, please do take the 

opportunity to come and see us; this will also give us the chance to say thank you to those parents, 

who generously contribute to the Friends – none of the work we do can really be delivered without this 

support. 

One of the most significant benefits of contributing via the Friends is our ability to top-up parental and 

other donations by claiming Gift Aid, which we can use to help the school.  If you do not currently 

donate, I urge you to do so.   

You can contact me by e-mail [robbiemcl@hotmail.com] or via the Friends page on the school's 

website [https://ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/associations/friends-of-ranelagh/].  

I look forward to seeing you at future school events but do let me know in the meantime if you want to 

know more about the work of the Friends.    

Kind regards 

 
Robert McLean 

Chairman 

Friends of Ranelagh 


