
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
20th July 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter.  As I was reflecting on all the wonderful 
things that have happened at school this year, I was reminded of an advertising campaign for the 
Rio Paralympics in 2016.  Sammy Davis Junior’s “Yes, I can” formed the toe-tapping backing track 
to an advert on Channel 4 celebrating positivity and achievement.  Featuring people from a range 
of backgrounds performing musical and physical feats, its central message was one of proactivity 
with a focus on potential and ability, rather than disability.  I hope you have been able to read the 
various termly school newsletters throughout the year.  If you have then you will see that they 
carry the same joyful celebration of the achievements of our students throughout the last year, 
despite the challenges and barriers that we have all faced.  I am enormously grateful to all the 
staff, students, volunteers and families who make all of this possible.  
  
Tradition is important at Ranelagh and still shapes some of our guiding principles.  With this 
sentiment in mind I am thrilled that the new stained-glass window in memory of ex-Headteacher 
Richard Allen, has been fitted in the Old Building next to our main entrance.  I know that 
Ranelagh School changed significantly during Mr Allen’s headship and the school that is his legacy 
provided many students with a strong foundation which has led, I’m sure for many, to happy and 
healthy adult lives.  The design hopes to embody this legacy and I look forward to welcoming as 
many of you as possible to school in the coming years to see it in all its glory.  
 
To close, I would like to share a Bible verse which I have shared with a number of staff and 
students this year: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up.” Galatians, 6:9.  I believe that the end of term edition of this 
newsletter and those from other terms this year in some small way celebrate the harvest from 
the year, the fruits of not giving up; it also is an expression of the immense amount of good work 
and steadfast commitment to our values across our school community. Thank you to everyone 
who has helped make this happen. 
 
A message from Adrian Laws, our Chaplaincy Team Leader 
 
Dear Ranelagh family  
 
It seems incredible that we have completed another educational year at Ranelagh, another 
moment in the history of the school that has seen adversity, stress, and anxiety exchanged for 
hope, possibilities, potential and growth.  
 
Cont. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.paralympic.org/video/no-13-channel-4-create-best-tv-advert-ever-rio-2016-0


 
 

 
 
We witnessed our year 7’s complete a full educational year being welcomed into the school, 
learning the values we adhere to, and without Covid destroying their essential first year.  We’ve 
also seen our year 11’s and 13’s complete their exams without interruption and in the way, 
exams were designed to be.   
 
With regards to the year 11’s and 13’s, we wish them all the very best with their onward 
educational journey.  I would encourage them to remember how they overcame their Covid 
adversity and take from it the positives rather than dwell on the negatives.   I hope and pray they 
take the lessons learned in and out of classes to aim for the best future they can.  
 
In these examples I am reminded of the disciples after Jesus had ascended to heaven wondering 
what’s next?  Worrying about what lay ahead, waiting for some sort of signal or indication from 
God.  This was provided at Pentecost as the Holy Spirit came upon them and they realised they 
were not alone but had access to a companion, a friend, a confidant and guide for life.  The 
realisation that, although deemed not good enough, educated enough, they were in fact 
equipped and ready, because in being with Jesus they had been taught by an incredible teacher.  
 
The same applies to those leaving us.  You have been taught by incredible teachers, you are 
equipped to go forward and continue in your further education, you must not doubt yourself, but 
go in faith and be prepared to grow even more.  As Chaplain, might I suggest you pray, and ask 
for Gods intervention in your lives in good and bad times?  Might I suggest you remove any 
blinkered vision and replace this with huge peripheral vision that sees the potential to achieve 
the plan for your life.  Never forget what you achieved in this wonderful school and that you are 
grafted into the Ranelagh family.  
 
For those currently in years 7, 8,9,10 and 12, I urge you to focus, work hard, make the very best 
of what’s offered here and embrace the school scripture, 2 Timothy 1.7 to be spirit filled and 
operate with power, love, self-control and proud to be part of this Ranelagh family.  
 
I wish you all a safe, enjoyable summer break and look forward to everyone returning in 
September. 
 
God Bless,  
Adrian Laws Ranelagh Chaplain  
 
 
Parking 
Students should not be dropped off on the school site.  If there is an exceptional reason, please contact the 
school.  Those parents dropping off/collecting children at the rear or front entrance to the school are also 
reminded of the importance of not obstructing driveways or access points for residents and other road 
users and of not waiting in their car with the engine running.  The school enjoys positive relationships with 
its neighbours, and it is important to preserve these. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Student Leadership Team 2022-2023 
We are delighted to announce our new Student Leadership Team for 2022-2023.  
 

School 
Captains 

 
Emelia Binding 

 
Finley Bright 

School 
vice 

Captains 

 

 
Charlie Herd 

 
Lucie Harvey 

 
Elisabeth Naylor 
(School Council, T&L) 

 
Rosie Rogers  
(School priorities) 

 
 

 
Our thanks and congratulations go to the team of 2021-2022 who did an outstanding job as role 
models and ambassadors.  We wish them every success as they prepare for life and work beyond 
Ranelagh. 
 
Queens Platinum Jubilee Guard of Honour 
On Saturday 18th June, 10 students; Kayleb Chigorimbo 7U, Oakley Taylor 7U, Daisy Dixon 7V, 
Elisha Azaka 7W, Lucas MacKay 7W, Jacob Clay 7X, Grace Gamble 7X, Katie Bridgland 7Y, Blossom 
Ojo 7Z and Max Sprott 7Z were front and centre wearing the Queens racing colours as part of the 
Guard of Honour.  It was a lovely day to be at the races, with each student allowed to keep the 
racing colours they wore.  I am sure they will all remember this day for many years to come. 
 
School attendance 
This year the following students were awarded a framed certificate in recognition of the fact that 
they achieved 100% attendance through their school career: Thomas Blue and JJ Foster. 
This is a phenomenal achievement, worthy of celebration. 
 
The following students achieved between 99.5-99.9%:  
Harry Cuthbert, Frederick du Plessis, Daisy McMahon, Amelia Murphy, Emmanuel Sadiku and 
Nicola Thearle. 
 
Bracknell Forest Holiday Activity and Food programme 
Bracknell have secured funding from the Department for Education to provide a holiday activities 
and food (HAF) programme for children eligible for benefits-related free school meals who attend 
school in the Bracknell area 
 
 

 



 
 

For further information and to book onto sessions, please visit 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/holiday-activities-and-food-
programme 
 
If you have any questions about the HAF programme please email HAF@bracknell-forest.gov.uk. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
Art 
 
Art Department - Private View 
On Tuesday 21st July, for one night only, we were thrilled and proud to be able to finally exhibit all 
of the Year 13, A-Level art work.  It has been two years since we have been able to hold an 
exhibition; nothing compares to being able see the scale and impressiveness of the paintings up 
close and in detail!  Following two years of hard work and dedication, over 200 large scale 
canvases have been completed by our talented A-Level artists.  
It was a stunning exhibition. 
 
We were pleased to welcome the A-Level Art students and 
their families, Staff and Governors to the Private View.  It was 
also a fantastic opportunity to be able to showcase the work to 
upcoming Parents and Carers of the new Year 7s joining in 
September; who were able to visit following their information 
evening. 
 
It was an enjoyable evening with visitors expressing their 
admiration for the work that was on display.  Feedback was 
extremely positive. 
 
We are so proud of the Year 13s and the resilience that they have shown over the past 2 years, 
especially having had a large amount of time working at home during lockdown.   There is still 
opportunity to see a wonderful selection of their work on display around the school. 

 
 

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/holiday-activities-and-food-programme
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/holiday-activities-and-food-programme
mailto:HAF@bracknell-forest.gov.uk


 
 

English 
We are delighted to be able to recognise students’ hard work 
in their vocabulary learning this year.  The following pupils 
were awarded a £10 Amazon voucher from Bedrock: 
Most improvement: Luke Burton (Year 9), Tess Robinson 
(Year 8), Luke Whyman (Year 10) and Brandon Tomkinso (Year 7). 
Most overall points this year:  Charles Rutter, Olivia Butler, Mackenzie Dean, Alexander Birnov, 
Maya Zawada (Year 7) and Andrew Sedding (Year 8) 
Congratulations to all! 
 
Geography 
Although we have been unable to visit our coastline due to coach shortages, our year 7s have 
been learning about our coasts both in terms of physical processes, how we use them and what 
kinds of jobs are associated with the coast.  Year 8 have been learning about the world’s natural 
resources and discussing sustainability.  They should have lots of ideas about how to reduce, 
reuse and recycle at a local level too.  Russia has not only been a hot topic in the news but also in 
year 9 geography classes.  They have been covering the physical geography of Russia, including 
looking at important biomes such as the Taiga.  To finish the year, they have also looked at the 
environmental issue of plastics in our oceans.  In Geography Club our KS3 students have enjoyed 
using GIS to investigate place and it has got very competitive when looking at sites such as 
geoguesser.   Our key stage 3 students should have lots of learning to pass on while out and 
about this summer, no matter where that might be!  Year 10 have been focused on their 
resource management too, building on their learning from lower down in the school and year 12 
have been exam and NEA focused.   
Well done to all our geographers on a very successful academic year.  Wherever your travels are 
this summer we hope you can appreciate the world around you and have a well-earned break. 
 
PE 
 
Athletics 
We have had a really exciting Athletics season this summer.   After 2 years of very limited 
athletics opportunities it has been great to see some fantastic performances from our pupils. 
Students from years 7 to 10 have had the opportunity to compete in the Bracknell District 
Qualifiers for the County Championships, the ESAA Track and Field Cup county and regional 
competitions, the Bracknell Forest events at Edgbarrow and of course the Ranelagh School Sports 
Day.  Athletics is a key activity for many of our GCSE PE students and it has been good to see 
many of these students making the most of these opportunities to train and compete in their 
events.  In total more than 80 students have competed against other schools in athletics 
competitions this summer and many more competed for their house on sports day. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Highlights of the summer athletics include: 

• The junior and intermediate boys and the intermediate girls’ teams reaching the regional 

track and field cup competition. 

• The intermediate boys team finishing 3rd in their regional track and field cup event. 

• Oli Wickens and Joe Rodgers finishing 1st and 2nd in the regional track and field cup high 

jump event. 

• The following students who scored more than 30 points as their combined total in 2 

events in one of the track and field cup competitions: Oliver Wickens, Louis Nualart, 

Porsha Martin, Abi Jeffs, Seb Piney, Sam Smith, George West-Naughton, Willem 

McCarthy, Denise Spencer, Lily Marshall, Aaron Peprah-Baah, Harry Anamoah, James 

Farley and Tom Lancaster-Cox 

• The following students who received medals at the county school event: Jasmine Young, 

Rosie Rogers, George Thomas, Ella Davey, Abi Jeffs, Jess Kelly and Max Sprott. 

• Huge congratulations to Jasmine Young, George Thomas and Ella Davey were all selected 

to represent Berkshire in the English School’s Championships in Manchester in July.  Good 

Luck to Jasmine as she goes to the United States next year to take up a scholarship and 

continue her studies and training. 

 
 

Cricket 
The U13 cricket team have had a really exciting and enjoyable season with the highlight of the 
season being a narrow win after a crucial final over in their last match last of the Bracknell Forest 
tournament to secure the championship. The U15’s had limited opportunities for match play, but 
did manage a good victory in the County cup competition early in the season.      



 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminders 

• Please make sure that kit is labelled with clear INITIALS on the outside of garments 

• Please make sure that full names and tutor groups are somewhere inside all garments 

• Please ensure that pupils have shin pads, gum shields, long socks and boots for 

appropriate activities. Activities for next term will be advertised on teams. 

• If parents are having financial difficulties and need help with kit then please contact Mrs 

Hargreaves (jhargreaves@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk) ,in PE in the first instance. We have 

some smart, clean, donated kit that we can lend out on a long term basis.  

• In September Rugby and Netball training for Year 10 and above will be on Mondays after 

school and for Years 7,8 & 9 on Thursdays after school. Lunchtime clubs will be confirmed 

at the start of term. All details will be advertised on the school website and on teams.   

• Fixtures for next term can be found using the following link: 

https://www.ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/ranelagh-school-sport-fixtures/ 

 
Science 
 
Science equipment 
A polite reminder from the Science Department that all students must have 
a lab coat for Science lessons as part of their personal equipment/uniform.  
Students need to wear lab coats when the experiments involve using 
chemicals, heating or both, in order to protect their clothing and for their 
personal safety.  This includes students who are studying A-Level sciences. 
 
 
RESULTS DAYS 
 
External exam results 
Parents of students in Year 11 and 13 have already been sent detailed information about results 
days, as have the parents of students in Years 10 and 12 who are expecting external exam results 
in the summer. 
 
Please see a summary of key information below. 

mailto:jhargreaves@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk
https://www.ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/ranelagh-school-sport-fixtures/


 
 

 
 
A Level and Level 3 qualifications 
 

Date Time Year 
group 

Support 

Thursday 
18th August 
 

9am 13 Year 13 results available for collection at 
school 

9am-3.30pm 13 Support available for Year 13 students at 
school (post-18 destinations, post-results 
services) 

Morning 12 Year 12 external results e-mailed to relevant 
students  

11am-1pm 13 Students unable to collect their results in 
person can ring the school 

Friday 19th 
August 

9am-3.30pm 13 Support available for Year 13 students in 
school (post-18 destinations, post-results 
services) 

9am-3.30pm 12 Photocopy requests can be submitted  

Saturday 
20th August 
– Tuesday 
23rd August 

Messages relating to 
university progression 
will be picked up during 
this period 

13 Remote support for Year 13 students with 
post-18 destinations queries and concerns 
(Miss Combes via Teams) 

Wednesday 
24th August 

9am-3.30pm 12, 13 Photocopy requests can be submitted  

Thursday 
25th August 

2-3.30pm 12, 13 Photocopy requests can be submitted  

Friday 26th 
August 

9-11am 12, 13 Photocopy requests can be submitted  

 
 
GCSE and Level 2 qualifications 
 

Date Time Year group Support 

Thursday 
25th August 
 

9.30-11am 11 Year 11 results available for collection at school 

9am-3.30pm 11 Support available for Year 11 students in school 
(post-16 destinations, post-results services) 

Morning 10 Year 10 iMedia results e-mailed to relevant students  

11am-1pm 11 Students unable to collect their results in person can 
ring the school 

2-3.30pm 10, 11 Photocopy requests can be submitted  

Friday 26th 
August 

9-11am 10, 11 Photocopy requests can be submitted  

9am-3.30pm 11 Support available by appointment for Year 11 
students in school (post-16 destinations) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Deadlines for post-results services 

• Paperwork must be signed in person by the candidate themselves 

• Post-results services are available in person, not via e-mail, ‘phone or sQuid 
 

Service Deadline  

Photocopy of script  12pm on 26th August 

Clerical re-check 16th September 

Priority review of marking (A Level only) Recommended by 19th August 

Review of marking 16th September 

 
Please note that the exams office will be closed from midday on 26th August to the start of the 
academic year. 
 
STAFFING  
 
Farewells 
This term we say goodbye to a number of staff who are moving on to pastures new.  We would 
like to thank the following colleagues for all that they have contributed in the classroom and 
beyond.  We wish them well as they leave us:   

Angela Azzopardi, Teacher of MFL Emma Harrison, Subject Leader, Food 

Carol Brombley, Finance Manager Rachael Lumley, Teacher of Maths 

Annie Chan, Learning Support Assistant Chris Munday, Administration Officer  

Deepa Chopra, Technician Food Technology Carol Oblein, Learning Support Assistant 

Elizabeth Delahunty, Teacher of MFL Kealy Turner, Learning Support Assistant 

Phillipa Evans, Teacher of Geography Matthew Woodhouse, Teacher of Science 

Andrea Gliniecka, Teacher of Maths Marzena Wojtula, Teacher of Food  

 
 
New Staff 
 
We give a warm Ranelagh welcome to the following new staff:  

Tracy Adebulehin (Bonitas) Head of Finance & 
Operations 

Emily Gingell, Office Supervisor 

David Arnold, Teacher of Mathematics Adele Heraud, Teacher of MFL 

Inbisat Aziz, Learning Support Assistant Matthew Ho, Teacher of History 

Rebecca Barnett, Teacher of Mathematics Luke Kaufman, Teacher of Biology 

Elsie Bester, Interventions Teacher Julie Lawrence, Learning Support Assistant 

Neil Bullen, Teacher of Food & Nutrition James McAllen, Teacher of Geography 

Suzie Curtis, SENDCo Candida Morales, Teacher of MFL 

Yvonne Edgecock, Attendance Officer Ian Watkins, Teacher of Computing & Creative 
Media 

Sarah Farley, Receptionist Sarah Willis, Intervention Teacher 

Nygemol George, Teacher of Chemistry Yun Zhen, Teacher of Mathematics 

 
 
GOVERNORS 
Please see attached letter from our Chair of Governors, Mrs Louise Hodkinson (Appendix 1) 
 
SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 
Friends of Ranelagh – News and updates (Appendix 2) 
PTA – News and updates (Appendix 3) 



 
 

 
Ranelagh School Magazine 
The Ranelagh School magazine is launching its 105th edition for its 2022 version.  For the first 
time ever.  It is to be made available digitally and for FREE.  Please see the link below: 
 
https://www.ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/wp-content/themes/ranelagh/library/school-
magazine/index.html 
 
However, anyone wanting to buy a souvenir colour copy to flick through, it will still be available 
through sQuid at the discounted price of £5. I t won't be on the website forever, however, so if 
you would like a permanent version for posterity or would like to buy one for someone else, 
perhaps a grandparent, then please check out on Squid as soon as you can, whilst it is still 
available! 
 
STUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOL 

At the end of June, Morgan Phillips took 
part in this Year’s World Dance Cup 2022, 
which was held in San Sebastian, Spain.  
Morgan, along with her dance school 
JACAD obtained 7 medals in total, 2 gold, 4 
silver and 1 bronze medal and a fabulous 
4th place position overall. 
 
Well done! 
 
 

 
Childnet film competition  
It is always a pleasure to learn of student’s successes with activities they do outside of the school 
setting.  Ollie Curtis 8U – entered the Childnet film competition, where entrants were challenged 
to create a film that promotes positive use of the internet which can help other young people 
stay safe online.  They were invited to create a two-minute film in response to the competition 
theme: All fun and games?  Exploring respect and relationships online.  What can we all do to 
play our part?  We are delighted to announce that Ollie was placed second with his stop-motion 
animation called Allyship.   
 
What a fabulous achievement. Ollie won for the school, a DSLR Camera and a range of other film-
making goodies.  
 
Well done Ollie! 
 
ROUTINE INFORMATION 
 
School Start and Finish times for the new academic Year 
School will start for all students at 8.50am and end at 3.35pm. 
 
Holiday Cover 
The School Office is closed from Thursday 21st July until Friday 2nd September 2022. 
 
Contact details 
In order to help us to accurately maintain our records, may we remind you to please ensure that 
the school is informed of any change of address, telephone number or email address. 

https://www.ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/wp-content/themes/ranelagh/library/school-magazine/index.html
https://www.ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/wp-content/themes/ranelagh/library/school-magazine/index.html


 
 

 
Equipment for lessons 
In preparation for the new school year, please take time to ensure that your child is fully 
equipped for all lessons.  Students learn best when they are ready to learn and benefit 
enormously from taking responsibility for preparing themselves well for school.  
Please ensure that, if your child is having a science lesson, they come prepared with a lab coat for 
practical activities; students will also need to bring their own pair of headphones for Music 
lessons.  
 
General reminders 
The summer holiday is a great time to check your child’s PE kit and get organised for the new 
term.  A reminder that for the winter season, students will need the items listed below.  
 

Boys’ kit Girls’ kit 

Ranelagh PE polo shirt  
Ranelagh PE Navy Shorts  
Navy rugby shorts  
Rugby or football boots (moulded sole for 
3G surface, no metallic studs) 
School rugby/hockey socks  
Mouth guard 
Shin pads for football/hockey 
Towel 
White trainers and white socks 
Optional: Navy Ranelagh PE midlayer, navy 
jogging bottoms 

Ranelagh PE Polo Shirt  
Ranelagh PE Navy Shorts or Ranelagh PE 
Navy Skirt  
School rugby/hockey socks  
Rugby or football boots (moulded sole for 
3G surface, no metallic studs) 
Mouth guard 
Shin pads for hockey 
Towel 
White trainers and white socks  
Optional: Navy Ranelagh PE midlayer, navy 
jogging bottoms 

Please ensure that all kit is named so that it can be returned if lost.  All kit should also have 
embroidered initials on the right-hand side (navy lettering on white shirts, white or gold lettering 
on navy kit). 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Term dates 2022 to 2023 

Autumn Term 2022 
 

Professional Training Day Thursday 1st September 2022 

Start of Term Friday 2nd September 2022 (Year 7 and Year 12) 
Monday 5th September 2022 (Year 7 only) 
Tuesday 6th September 2022 (All Year Groups) 

Half Term Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October 2022 

Professional Training Days Monday 31st October and Friday 25th November 2022 

End of Term Friday 16th December 2022 

Spring Term 2023 
 

Professional Training Day Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Start of Term Wednesday 4th January 2023 



 
 

Half Term Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February 2023 

End of Term Friday 31st March 2023 

Summer Term 2023 
 

Start of Term Monday 17th April 2023 

Half Term Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June 2023 

End of Term Thursday 20th July 2023 

Professional Training Day Friday 21st July 2023 

 
And Finally… 
 
I would like to wish you all a lovely summer holiday.  I hope you all have a relaxing time over the 
coming weeks and that you are able to catch up with family and friends.  I look forward to seeing the 
students back in school in the new academic year. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr T Griffith 
Headteacher  

 



 

 
 
 
20th July 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I was privileged to be able to attend Founder’s Day on 2 July. It was wonderful to be able to enjoy the 
service with its powerful traditional hymns and homily all about love in which Rev’d Malcolm 
Chalmers reminded us of the importance of loving ourselves and our families and highlighted the 
feeling of ‘family’ that permeates Ranelagh.  
 
The service was followed by the dedication of the stained-glass window in memory of former 
headteacher, Mr Richard Allen.  The window is a beautiful tribute, full of symbolic meaning such as 
the dandelion heads representing spreading the seeds of learning and unpainted sections showing 
that there is always work still to be done.  
 
Following the service and dedication, many families enjoyed the Founder’s Day Festival so capably 
organised by Ranelagh’s dedicated PTA.  There was an array of stalls and delicious refreshments as 
well as an opportunity to explore students’ work and watch sporting activities.  
 
This annual celebration has been happening every summer since the 1950s, if not longer.  I wonder if 
Lord Ranelagh could ever have envisaged that the school he set up over 300 years ago would still 
exist, let alone how it would have changed.  Over the years school life has ebbed and flowed with 
good times and bad times, but some things have remained the same – Ranelagh is a place where 
‘people care and students matter’. 
 
Governors recently enjoyed a day in school, where they learnt more about the Ranelagh Student 
Learner Profile and the opportunities students have to develop their understanding of Spirituality, 
spent time visiting their ‘link’ departments to see the school ‘in action’ and enjoyed lunch in the 
dining hall.  It was fantastic to be able to spend an extended period of time in school and to have the 
chance to talk with both students and staff.  You can see some of the comments from governors 
about this experience below.  
 
I would like to thank everyone who took the time to respond to the staff and parent surveys.  Due to 
time constraints we will not be able to collate and review all the feedback before the summer 
holidays, but instead will report back on our findings near the start of the academic year when we will 
have also received the results of the student survey. 
 
As we come to the end of the academic year, having enjoyed concerts, plays and events in recent 
weeks, it is sometimes hard to recall how different life was at school last September with extended 
lessons, bubbles and Covid testing.  However, it is important to remember the huge impact that Covid 
had on our students and what a strange and difficult situation this created for those sitting exams this 
year.  Nevertheless, I know that our teachers have worked incredibly hard to prepare students for 
their exams and to help all students to overcome challenges resulting from the lockdowns.  I am 
confident that our young people will have grown and developed in so many ways during their time at 
Ranelagh and I wish those leaving success as they go on to their next stage in life.  Whether they leave 
with sadness or joy, relief or regret, our students should be proud of all that they have achieved 
during their time at Ranelagh. 
 
Cont. 
 
 



 
 

I really enjoyed eating in the school 
canteen and was very impressed 
with the quality of the food, the 

healthy options available and the 
great value for money. 

 

Ranelagh is a 
wonderfully creative 

space. 
 
 

Students were polite and 

happy to talk about their 

learning. 

Whether your summer is restful or exciting, I hope you will all be refreshed ready for the new term in 
September.  
 
Best wishes 
 

 
Louise Hodkinson, Chair of Governors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Behaviour for learning was 

excellent and students were 

clearly engaged in their 

learning. 

 

Students displayed 

confidence and an 

eagerness to share their 

opinions. 

 

Students said how much they 
appreciate the mature approach to 

the curriculum at Ranelagh. 
 

It was fantastic to see students 
engaging in conversation in the 
dining hall rather than being on 

their phones. 
 

Staff are passionate about 

their subject and inspire 

students through their 

teaching. 

 

Staff obviously encourage 

students to think deeply. 

 

Students said that they 
enjoyed the creativity of 

their lessons. 
 



 
 

Appendix 2 

Dear parent and carers 

I was delighted to be able to attend the evening for new Parents in person this year and, like many of 

you, be in school for Founder’s Day; it was a further, welcome sign that life is returning to normal, 

although COVID-19 is very much still with us. 

As I write this, the temperature is rising and one of the projects the Friends have helped to fund is the 

canopy outside the Dining Hall, which will offer some protection from the sun. 

After the summer holidays, I am sure that we will be looking at further requests for funding from Mr 

Griffith; it is only from funds generously donated by parents that the Friends can continue to provide 

this extra support to the school, augmented by the money we can re-claim on such donations through 

Gift Aid – this adds 25% to what the Friends’ can use towards improvements at the school so it is very 

much worth having. 

However, before the end of term, the Friends will be holding our Annual General Meeting at 8 pm on 

19 July and I am delighted that we have expressions of interest from a number of parents to get involved 

with the work of the Friends.  I should like to thank my fellow trustees, who have served the Friends 

over the last year; I am grateful for all they have done, supporting me as Chairman but more particularly 

the school, its students and staff.   

If you want to know more about the Friends and what we do, get in touch – e-mail 

fordonations@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk, visit the Friends page on the school website: 

https://ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/associations/friends-of-ranelagh/ or contact me. 

May I conclude by wishing you and your loved ones a happy, healthy and relaxing summer.         

Yours ever 

 
Robert McLean 

Chairman 

Friends of Ranelagh 

e: robbiemcl@hotmail.com 

mailto:fordonations@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk
https://ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/associations/friends-of-ranelagh/
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/friends-of-ranelagh/
mailto:robbiemcl@hotmail.com


Ranelagh School Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 

PTA END OF YEAR UPDATE 

JULY 2022 
 

END OF YEAR FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
 
We are delighted to announce that the PTA has managed to make raise 
c.£22,000 for our school this academic year, which means we are able to 
pay for everything we sought to raise funds for at the start of this year: 

• A year’s worth of youth counselling. 

• New bike storage racks. 

• The first year’s lease of a new school minibus. 

• Various bits of equipment requested by department heads. 
 
On top of those things, we have also been able to pay £4800 for some new stage equipment, which we 
hope many of you will have seen at the recent school production! 
 
We are absolutely delighted with the amount we have raised this year. A huge THANK YOU to our 
hardworking volunteers and to each and every one of you who has supported our fundraising events / 
initiatives this year. 
 
We will be deciding our fundraising priorities for the 2022-23 school year at our AGM in September. Why 
not come and join us, help us with our fundraising, and have a say on how we spend our money……? 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Thursday 29th September 2022 – Annual General Meeting 

Friday 4th November 2022 – Next Bag2School collection 

Saturday 3rd December 2022 – Christmas fair 

Friday 17th March 2023 – Quiz night (provisional date – to be confirmed) 

Saturday 13th May 2023 – Band night (provisional date – to be confirmed) 

Saturday 8th July 2023 – Founder’s Day summer fair 

 

FOUNDER’S DAY 2022 

 
Thank you to everyone who came along to our 2022 Founder’s 

Day festival on Saturday 2nd July.  We are particularly thankful to 

those parents, grandparents, and staff who gave up their time to 

volunteer and help make the day a success. You can see some 

photos from the day at the end of this newsletter! 

 

We took just over £4000 on the day of the event (with hopefully a bit more to come from company match 

funding).        Oh, and there were 206 sweets in the jar, which was won by one very happy little girl! 

 

We have already put the date for our 2023 Founder’s Day festival in the diary – Saturday 8th July 2023. 

Please save the date! 



ONLINE FUNDRAISING AUCTION 

 
Our online fundraising auction this year raised just over £1100 after fees.  Thank 

you to everyone who bid, and an even bigger thank you to all of the businesses and 

individuals who donated prizes for us to auction off.  

 

SECOND-HAND UNIFORM 

 
The PTA is continuing to sell the current grey / white / blue school uniform for students who are in year 

groups that have not yet transitioned over to the new, navy blue, uniform. 

 

We are spending some time over the summer cataloguing the uniform stock that we have and we hope to 

move to an online platform for second hand uniform sales from September. We will let you have more 

details in due course. Watch this space! 

 
In the meantime, if you are looking to buy second hand uniform, please email us and we will try our best to 
help. 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) is scheduled to take place in school on Thursday 29th September 
2022, 6:30pm. It is at the AGM that we present our accounts for the past year and elect our committee for 
the forthcoming school year. 
 
We have a few committee members leaving at the end of this year (as their 
children leave the school) and so we do have a few gaps in the committee. If 
you are interested in getting involved with the Ranelagh PTA (in any capacity 
at all!), please email Liz, the current PTA chair. It would be lovely see some 
new faces! 
 

NEXT BAG2SCHOOL COLLECTION 

 
Our next Bag2School collection will be on Friday 4th November (the Friday after October 

half term). We will be collecting clothes, paired shoes, handbags, belts, accessories and 

more – see the full list at https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect (n.b. we cannot take 

uniforms, workwear, pillows, duvets or pieces of fabric please) nearer the time, so please 

do keep things aside for us if you have space until then! 

 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 2022 
 
It feels far too early to start talking about Christmas before the summer holidays have 
even started, but PTA events do take months of planning! Our Christmas fair this year 
will be held in school on Saturday 3rd December, 4-7pm. Note the date in your diaries 
now – we are hoping for a fun afternoon / evening that can help us all get in the 
Christmas spirit! 
 
If you would like to help with the planning of our Christmas fair, please get in touch! 
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OTHER WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL FUNDRAISING EFFORTS 
 

Bracknell Forest Lottery is a lottery that raises money for local good 
causes. Tickets cost £1 each per week, with 50p of every £1 going towards 
your chosen good cause. You have a 1 in 50 chance to win a prize every 
Saturday when numbers are drawn, with a top prize of £25,000! You can find 
full details and sign up here - 
www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta  
 
 Please sign up to easyfundraising.org.uk and raise funds when you shop 
online at no extra cost to you! Just go to the webpage and register stating 
that Ranelagh School PTA – Berkshire is your chosen charity to receive any 
commission donated by the stores you shop from.   
 

 
If shopping with Amazon simply sign up for their Amazon Smile scheme and 
they too will make a donation every time you shop.  It costs you nothing!  
Find out more here - https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ 
 
  
KindLink is the online fundraising platform we use for supporters to make 
one-off or ongoing donations towards PTA fundraising targets. Kindlink was 
set up to help charities like us raise more money whilst not losing out to high 
online processing fees. Giving is easy at kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-
pta/profile   

 
GET IN TOUCH 

 
If you would like to know more about anything in this update, what the 

PTA do or how you can support us, email PTA@Ranelagh.Bonitas.org.uk.  

 

You can also keep in touch with us through Facebook and the PTA 
pages on the school website. 
 

 

 

  

http://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta
http://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://ranelaghschool-my.sharepoint.com/personal/pta_ranelagh_bonitas_org_uk/Documents/Communications/Newsletters/2022/easyfundraising.org.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://ranelaghschool-my.sharepoint.com/personal/pta_ranelagh_bonitas_org_uk/Documents/Communications/Newsletters/2022/kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile
http://www.kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile
http://www.kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile
mailto:PTA@Ranelagh.Bonitas.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ranelaghschoolpta/
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/parent-teacher-association/
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/parent-teacher-association/


FOUNDER’S DAY FESTIVAL 2022: PHOTOS FROM THE DAY 

 

  

 

Photos courtesy of Toby Hudson, ex-Ranelagh student. 

Follow Toby on Instagram – https://instagram.com/tobyphotography2021 

  

https://instagram.com/tobyphotography2021


ONLINE AUCTION DONORS: THANK YOU FOR THE DONATIONS! 

 

 

As well as donations from various parents & staff members. 

THANK YOU ALL! 


