
12D Pilgrim Hearts Community Project 

During the summer term, Mrs Hartley challenged our form, 12D, to undertake a volunteering project 
in our community. With help from Katie Hall, the ‘Pilgrim Hearts’ scheme was chosen, which is a 
local charity dedicated to helping local homeless people in need of food and shelter. We agreed to 
plan, organise and run the evening drop-in at St Mark’s Church, Binfield, on 2nd July 2019.  

For the main meal, Lexie Margetts’ “10 out of 10” shepherd’s pie was said to be the “best one I’ve 
ever eaten” by one guest and was accompanied by the choice of Mrs Hartley’s “delicious” chicken 
curry. As dessert, an apple crumble was cooked by Olivia Thomas and Darcey Young, supplemented 
by Katie Hall’s cupcakes. The meal was accompanied by fresh vegetables, home-made bread and 
butter, and naan bread and poppadoms, all supplied by the other members of the form. 

On arrival, we set out and laid the tables ready for the meal and waited for the guests to arrive. 
Whilst the meal was warming up, we played some competitive games of table tennis, table football, 
and pool with the some of the guests - particularly well-played by Chris Emes and Andre Williams. 
There was also an opportunity for a hair wash and cut by a local volunteer hairdresser for those that 
wished. The guests were very friendly and happy to talk with us about their personal stories and play 
the games with us.  

We split into two shifts to serve the main and then the dessert while the other half socialised before 
swapping over. There was plenty of food to go around and it was greatly enjoyed by all with every 
guest having ‘seconds’ and taking a doggy bag home for the following day. The organisers did point 
out that although there were only seven visitors that evening, in the winter they have significantly 
more as there is a greater calorific requirement in the cold. Before leaving, we washed up and 
cleared away and said our goodbyes, hopeful to return again. 

Overall, we believe this to have been a very worthwhile undertaking and are happy that we could 
help the generous volunteers of Pilgrim Hearts who offer this service to the homeless all year round. 
It is hoped that we will be able to cover another shift preparing and serving food later in the year 
when they are at their busiest. As a class we were significantly humbled after spending time at the 
drop-in.  We have learned a great deal about people in our community and it has given us a new 
perspective on the importance of things within our own lives.   

Victoria Jacques, on behalf of 12D. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 


